
John Harmon – July 31, 1884 - LODD May 22, 1921 

Here is an excerpt of an article from the Renville County Register newspaper in 2012. 

“It was an ordinary Sunday morning, May 22, 1921, when Renville fireman John Harmon, answering a 

fire alarm at the city gas plant, lost his live in the line of duty. 

At about 9 a.m. the call went out and Harmon was the first on the scene.  He tried to crawl through the 

wire fence surrounding the building to establish a position to handle the hose when it came. 

Harmon never made it. 

A downed wire carrying 23,000 volts of electricity had fallen on the fence unknown to Harmon. 

The wire charged the fence and set fire to the posts and grasses, spreading to oil drippings near the gas 

building, causing “an alarming fire,” as Editor Reid of the Star Farmer News wrote. 

Byron Welch saw the wire fall and notified the local company agent Albert Zaske who called the electric 

company to have the power shut off. 

Before that could happen, however, Cornelius Westby arrived at the scene.  His first inclination was to 

pull Harmon out of the wires, but when he saw “a tin can in motion under the bottom wire and being 

somewhat conversant with electricity, concluded there was something wrong. 

Bill Lentz and Will Johnson were coming up to the fire when Westby yelled danger, warning them away 

from the electrified fence. 

Somehow Lentz touched the wire with his hand and was 

also electrocuted.  Others on the scene received mild 

shocks coming in contact with the clothing of Harmon and 

Lentz.” 
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Memorial Dedication. 

 



 


